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Dear Rabbi Angel,
Thank you so so much for this entire semester of teaching me ideas and notions that |
had never dreamed of. | struggled immensely with identifying between my religion and
my support of the LGBTQIA+ community. You taught me that | can be both. That it is
okay to question and challenge traditional religious values because they were created
by men and for men in an all men editorial board. You showed me the beautiful culture
and rituals of Judaism. | will never forget my first Sha’ar Zahav and the infinite blessings
in the Siddur. | cannot stop expressing my gratitude for all of the guest speakers you
brought to our class and the wisdom they shared. You are truly an inspiration and
extremely impressive Rabbi Angel with all that you do. | have really enjoyed getting to
know you on a more personal level in our out of class meetings and | hope that we stay
in touch! Thank you!
Sincerely,

Sarah Doyle

Dear Rabbi Angel,

WOW! | feel so beyond lucky to have gotten to take this course during my time at the
University of San Francisco. | have learned so much during this past semester about
the LGBTQIA+ community and what it means to be an ally to community members. |
have many people in my life who identify in this community and | think it will be
extremely beneficial for me to have these tools to support them and others to the best of
my abilities. | have never taken a class where | have felt such a strong sense of
community, and | truly think that that is credited to your openness with us and over all
teaching style. The guest speakers you brought in, and the lectures you had us attend,
paired well with this course and | was in awe after each one. | truly feel that | have
learned so much in such a short amount of time not only about the LGBTQIA+
community, but about Judaism, the AIDS epidemic, scripture, etc. | love explaining this

course to family and friends when they ask what classes | am taking, and have loved
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sharing things | have learned in this course with others. Thank you so much for sharing
your knowledge, being vulnerable, and creating such a great community for my last
semester at USF. | wish you all the best!

Thanks again,

Madison Frary

Dear Rabbi Angel,

This class was one of the most amazing | have ever had the pleasure of taking. | have
learned so much from your lectures, videos, and readings about different aspects of the
LGBTQIA+ community and how it can relate to religion. | had always had a hard time
connecting the two especially because | grew up with very different expectations as to
where | would end up because of my sexuality. Seeing how welcoming and inclusive
some parts of religious communities has really opened my eyes as to how people are
able to express both aspects of their lives. | was able to connect with other people in my
class and get to know them on a much deeper level, especially about something so
personal like gender and sexual identity. | loved the guest speakers and hearing their
stories, it inspired me so much to learn more about how religions connect with the
LGBTQIA+ and how | can be a better advocate for them. | always talk about this class
to people | am close with because | think the information is so interesting and | want
others to share what we’re learning. Thank you for everything you have shown and
done for us, | appreciate this class and all its teachings.

Best wishes to you,

Zoe Amburn

Dear Rabbi Angel,

| need to start off by saying this class has been one of my favorite courses I've ever
taken- | feel truly changed in ways I've never felt after any other class. | want to thank
you for challenging me (directly or indirectly), | feel I've been able to grow so much
because of this. It was a real wake up call to educate myself on a group that | previously

neglected to really learn about. | loved hearing all our speakers and you share personal
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stories on such a wide array of queer and religious topics. You are an absolute
inspiration to listen to- from meeting with you one on one to seeing you in
documentaries spreading the ideas of equality and justice. | remember sending my
mom and dad the sf bay times article about you and talking to them about how
impressed | was of the class and your personal achievements in the LGBTQ queer
space. | am so proud to be able to say | was part of such a transformative and
revolutionary class, and I’'m honored to get to say I've known THE Rabbi Angel! | hope
to stay in touch and stop by the University Ministry every now and then! Thank you for
such a memorable and inspiring class.

Sincerely,

Evan Cajigas

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Truly, thank you for all that you have taught us this semester. Not only have you given
us a rich curriculum full of essential and critical thought and discussion, but you created
a safe space for your students. Religion was not something | was very familiar with, and
you opened my eyes to what it really consists of, and for that | am eternally grateful. In
the same way, you demonstrated what it means to be diverse and accepting of all
communities and identities, which is so important and impactful. You serve as
representation of religious communities and the LGBTQ+ community, and highlight the
best parts of it all. You truly are an advocate, which is so inspiring. | truly enjoyed the
multitude of guest speakers, content, and lessons that you provided for us. It really gave
me insight on what it means to queer religion. I'll admit that | was hesitant on taking a
theology class, but | can say with certainty that you made this experience a comfortable
and memorable one. Thank you for everything.

Best,

Jeyna Molloy
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Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you so much for this entire semester. It is hard to put into words the impact you
have made on my life this semester that | am sure will radiate through the rest of my life,
but | sincerely appreciate your kindness and wisdom. | have learned so much about
being queer and religious and the many different ways that someone can navigate both
individually and together, and what they mean to me personally. | have learned so much
about myself and my own identity and feel infinitely more confident finding my own
spiritual path. | have appreciated so much hearing your stories and lessons and learning
from you and the guests you have brought in. | have found so much within this class,
and | will forever be thankful for it. | also really appreciate the introduction to Sha’ar
Zahav and all the other resources and groups that you have introduced me to. | hope to
continue being able to learn from you in the future. It is truly incredible to be able to be
around and learn from someone like you. Thank you again for everything that you have

done and taught me this semester.

Sincerely,
Bekah

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you so much for all teaching us that religion can be freeing and can be so diverse
in ways | never thought of. Thank you for allowing me to meet so many unique people
and becoming more open with myself and being more vulnerable with my self and
others. This class has taught me what it means to be an ally for your community and
how | can help others. You have taught me that there are communities that love one
another and want to uplift others who also incorporate their own sense of religious
practices. You and all the guest speakers who have came to our class has inspired me
and really showed what “Queering religion” is. Thank you so much for providing us with
extensive knowledge and support.

Best,

Danielle Osagie
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Dear Rabbi Angel,

| am so grateful that | took this class. It truly has changed the way | view myself, queer
identities, and religion. Religion was something that | thought was completely
inaccessible to me. | felt that in order to participate in religion | had to give up my
queerness. | believed that those who participated in religion as queer people had to be
queer in a quiter, more paletable way. | never thought religion could be a safe space for
queer people, let alone be an explicetly queer space. You have taught me that this
couldn't be further from the truth. | am not religious, and | had never realized that the
lack of queer religion was something that affected me. | realized that religious rejection
had become a subconcious part of my identity, something | believed to be at the core of
what it meant to be queer. In holding that as essential to my identity, | was carrying that
rejection as my identity. You have helped me to rebuild my queer identity as something
that centers joy. Being visibly and openly queer is a choice that | make for myself every
single day, and it is a choice that causes me to be in a lot of situations that are less than
comfortable. This class helped me realized that being openly queer is also a huge
source of joy for me, and despite the pain that comes with it, | still make that choice over
and over again. You helped me realize that being queer is a choice | make for myself
everyday. Thank you so much for having this class and taking the time to meet with me
outside of class. | cannot express how grateful | am and | look forward to working with
you in the future.

Jamie Achtmeyer

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you for your thoughtful teaching of how queer communities and religion can and
should grow together. | really appreciated the passion evident in the way you taught this
course — it’s clear you care very much about the subject. While that was sometimes
overwhelming, it was still very valuable and made me engage more. | appreciated the
education on what religion is and what it could be, and the practical applications and

examples you showed us of how people actually did live their queer religious identities
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joyously and well. | also really appreciated all the speakers you brought in and the three
events you had us attend. The speakers all brought such interesting and valuable
perspectives, and it helped me to understand and contextualize religion in a way that |
never really had before. | really valued meeting so many community leaders and
advocates who had been doing this work my entire life. Thank you for a very interesting
class!

Arin Vasquez

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you so much for giving me this opportunity to learn more about myself, the
community, and religion. | am so grateful for your teaching and | never expected to learn
about queerness in a classroom setting. This class opened my eyes to what a class
could be, and opened my eyes to so much more. | never thought religion was a place
that | could exist in my queerness, or a space where | would be accepted and loved. |
have now seen through text readings, books, and first-hand experiences that | was
wrong. Rarely have | ever desired to go to class as much as | did with Queering
Religion. This class gave me a safe space to learn about identities and build a
community at the same time. Knowing that | am now equipped to deal with homophobic
comments and fights makes me feel much safer and stronger, and that | can stand up
for myself. | always thought it was hard to battle against “God” and what the bible says,
but this class has changed my mind and made me realize that there is not one
interpretation that is “right” or the only way. | am very thankful that this class taught me
so much about the LGBT community around me, | had never had a class go into depth
about the AIDS epidemic like this one, and | feel that that was so significant, in order to
get a deeper level of respect for gay elders and also for what our community has had to
fight through. This class truly opened my eyes and heart to so many ideas | had never
heard of before, and | am so glad to have taken it and met you! | hope to continue to be
in touch and talk with you! This class honestly changed my life and | mean that
wholeheartedly, thank you so much for a great class that offered more than just

textbooks and essays, but also community, empathy, and growth.
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With Love,

Reese Hankins

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you so much for your dedication to your students and to making change within
our community. On top of historical events such as the HIV/AIDS epidemic, | was able to
learn about my own relationships with religion and sexuality this semester. While | came
in quite frustrated with religion as a whole, | quickly realized that my frustration was
misplaced and was towards my previous religious institutions that caused me so much
shame and guilt. However, as the semester comes to a close, I've found myself much
more open to exploring my own definition of religion and possibly even redefining it.
There are many aspects of religion that | observed from different viewpoints in this
class, including the purpose of ritual, intimacy, and more. Moreover, | learned about how
to create the same change that you are making in my respective communities, whether
that means initiating conversations about gender, sexuality, and religion, or increasing
representation and educational opportunities for students of color. | really enjoyed that
this class observed something relatively niche, but | can still apply many of the concepts
we learned in class to real life situations. | look forward to seeing you around campus in
the upcoming years and taking another one of your classes as | possibly pursue a minor
in gender and sexuality studies!

All the best,

Nadine Tabucao

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you for being a great professor. When | first came into your class, | did not know
what to expect, | did not know what queering religion meant. | know now it means to
question, to question the norms and to question biblical texts. You showed me how you
do not have to choose between gender, sexuality, and religion.Though | am not part of
the community myself, | will definitely be telling my friends, because of your class, that

they can be queer and religious; they do not need to choose. | learned about the implicit
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biases | had about the queer community such as not finding it a big deal asking queer
people how they “come out of the closet.” | learned how intrusive those type of
questions are and how it is never applied to heterosexual people. It was very clear
through all classes how much passion you have for the topics and the respect you have
for each guest speaker. You introduced me to something very new: Sha'ar Zahav. It was
S0 nice to see such an inclusive religious place. As | explore Christianity, | hope to find a
similar space. You showed me what it meant to “queer religion.” Even with your heart
surgery, you made sure to come to class as soon as you got well: it showed how much
you care and have a passion for the subject. Thank you Rabbi Angel for being yourself
and for caring.

Sincerely, Mimi Le

Dear Rabbi Angel,

Thank you so much for everything you’ve built this semester. Thank you for all the
organizing you put into lining up guest speakers and picking readings for us to learn
from. Thank you for building a safe space for us to feel vulnerable and supported in and
thank you for modeling how to be vulnerable in a space like a classroom. Thank you for
your kindness and your understanding in a semester as difficult as this. Thank you for
showing up and bringing us your energy even when you faced scary situations this
semester. You have given me a space to learn so much about my own history that |
never had the opportunity to learn; you have given me an opportunity to speak to and
listen to more queer elders than | have met in my entire life; you have given me a space
to build a community of support and trust with other queer members of this campus. You
have given us all so much throughout this semester and | am so deeply grateful for
every minute | was able to spend in your classroom. As ready as | am for this semester
to come to a close, | am going to truly miss being in the space you built for us. Thank
you Rabbi Angel, | hope you have a restful summer break and | look forward to seeing
you on campus next semester,

Shanna Kowalewski
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Dear Rabbi,

As a graduating senior, | had only one core class left to take, and | decided to take
Queering Religion because | had heard so many amazing things about the Professor,
which is you. | had also taken this class to deepen my understanding of my sexual
idenitity, since | had felt as though | had neglected it for some time. Now, gearing
towards the final days of classes and graduation, | am beyond grateful that | took this
course. You have allowed me to understand myself more than | could ever imagine,
while providing me with tools and tips to better understand the LGBTQIA+ community. |
am truly grateful for being able to spend time within this class, as well as to grow
friendships with fellow classmates, and you as well. By taking your class, | have learned
so many things and have experienced so many different feelings and emotions that |
would not have been able to experience if | chose to not take your class. | am going to
miss being within the safe space you have provided for our classroom, as | truly enjoyed
learning about every topic you had taught us. My favorites were Genesis Zero and
learning the true meaning of “Adama,” (which still blows my mind and | love that | have
that nugget of information now). These past few years, | was so distant from religion,
but now, | feel as though | can open myself back up to religion, and feel free in
questioning it. | appreciate everything you have done for our class and | hope to see
you sometime in the future, maybe at the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence’s Easter
celebration!

Thank you,

Whitney Smith
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Hi Rabbi!

Thank you so much for everything! Thank you for allowing me to be myself in a
classroom environment that is whole-heartedly based on finding what we love and being
confident in who we are. Your class gave me knowledge & understanding about the
history of LGBTQIA+ and how the seeds were laid by those who fought vigorously for
equal rights. My view on religion has also changed thanks to you and | will be thinking
about my own “middle spaces” going forward as well. Speaking to so many queer elders
gave me a different perspective about what | want to fight for and for that | will forever
be thankful. | also thank you for your patience with my assignments. As you know, it has
been a rollercoaster of a semester for me and to be able to have the flexibility that you
provide, it truly allowed me to grasp the full extent of Queering Religion as my goals
were to be an advocate for people in the future.
| wish you all the best wherever you are and | look forward to hopefully seeing you at
Sha’ar Zahav one day!

Best,
Nikhil Sahgal

Dear Rabbi Angel,

| have never thought | would be so grateful about taking a class, but | am so
grateful to have taken yours. You’ve exposed me to so much material and knowledge
that | never knew existed. Religion, gender and sexuality is something | struggle with
but | have never been provided with studies and journals prior to this. It has helped me
navigate how | feel, how the world operates and the long history of queer people.
Growing up religious | thought | knew everything there was to know about it, which |
obviously don’t so thank you for teaching me more and showing me different religions
and different ways of reading scripture so | don’t always interpret it to be anti-queer.
These past few months have been more than educational; they have also been
emotional. | have grown as a person. | think | can become someone that keeps learning
and advocating for the communities | belong in. I've lived most of my life in the closet

being the people that choose their religion over their sexuality. You showed me | can
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have both with the Seder you prepared, the lectures and the guests you brought in. I'm

so grateful for your work.

Thank you,
Mary Abebe

Dear Rabbi Angel,

THANK YOU SO MUCH for all of the time and effort you put into this class to make it a
wonderful learning experience for everyone involved. | really appreciated the way that
you cared about all of us as individuals as well as how you cared about the topic that
you were teaching. | could feel the passion in every lecture and activity that we did and
it really contributed to my overall learning that | gained from the class as well as the joy
that the class brought me being able to come everyday. | also really appreciated how
you were there for all of your students outside of the classroom and how open you are
to feedback. Your class is one of the best that | have taken to USF and professors like
you are the reason that | choose to come to this school. Thank you for getting us as a
class more involved in the school and the outer San Francisco community, and being
able to facilitate such a powerful experience for so many of us.

| appreciate everything you do and have done for the LGBTQ and USF community.

Theresa



